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El DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

__GOOD _RUINS < __ALTERED _MOVED DATE . 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

" DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The station building consists of a central block seven bays wide and two and a half 
stories high, flanked on either side by a three-bay wing of three stories. It is of 
Italian Renaissance design, constructed of granite, trimmed in limestone, and reminiscent 
of the facade of the Vendramini Palace in Venice. A clock tower, 143 feet high, projects 
from the center bay and is fronted by a small porte-cochere marking the main entrar.ce. 
The site is unusual in its location in a depression between two tunnels, yet does not 
appear sunken or insignificant because the dominant clock tower. The clock's 
illuminated faces house a 8-day pendulum clock manufactured by E. Howard of Boston. 
The main architectural feature in the interior of the building is a two-story waiting 
room which occupied "the entire, front, of.the central.block... .Upper, floors contained the . 
railroad's offices,. . , ,,.. "... ..r ,-,, ...... ,'... t -,. :.,... ........ .,...,- ....... ../ ... 

In 1966, when the structure was remodelled as an art school, the interior floor 
space was increased by constructing a second floor in the vaulted waiting room, leaving 
the center as a lobby and preserving the massive columns, stamped metal ceilings, 
mosaic marble floors and most of the decorative ironwork. The character of the exterior 
remains virtually unchanged, although the rear waiting platform and the baggage room 
have been enclosed to make space for a sculpture studio containing a foundry for casting 
bronze and a kiln. 

The trainshed at the rear of the station virtually fills the area between the two 
tunnels and provided a sheltered access to the trains. It is a steel frame, gable roof 
structure that originally covered an area of 71 x 420 feet. The shed has been somewhat 
shortened at the southern end by the removal of several bays. The roof is supported on 
a series of trusses with arched lower chords connected longitudinally by I-beams. A 
central monitor supported by smaller, similar trusses runs the length of the ridge. 
All connections are of the modern riveted type. The wooden sheathing on timber purlins 
is covered with asphalt roll roofing. An elaborate wrought iron screen fronts the 
trainshed on the north side. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

When it opened in 1896, the Mount Royal Station and Trainshed was one of the best 
examples of {He harmonious til ending'of engineering 'and aesthetic valuesr in an urban 
environment. Sited at the north end of the Howard Street Tunnel, entirely within' the' 
open cut between it and the Mount Royal Tunnel, it was both unobtrusive and convenient. 
The shelter provided by this below-grade site, combined with the trainshed, made the 
Mount Royal Depot a hospitable embarkation point in foul weather. The city of Baltimore 
used the depot as its official welcoming point to greet distinguished visitors, including 
several Presidents, British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald, Cardinal Gibbons, and 
Queen Marie of Romania. The trainshed which was partly responsible for the generally 
commodious environment was one of the last gable roof trainsheds built in America. Like 
the station, it was of a smaller less monumental scale than the large balloon sheds which 
were becoming fashionable at the time. It was a monument, however, in providing a 
sense of intimacy in an otherwise overwhelming urban environment. 
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Mount Royal Station, Baltimore, Maryland 
1400 Cathedral Street 

Photo: William E. Barrett 
1971 
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Mount Royal Station, Baltimore, Maryland 
1400 Cathedral Street Photo:, B&0 Collection 
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Mount Royal Station, Baltimore, Maryland 

1400 Cathedral Street 
Photo: William E. Barrett 

1971 
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DESCRIPTION 

{Chock One) 

(X| Excellent !_l Good [ \ Fair 1 | Deteriorated | | Ruins [ ] Unexposed 
CONDITION — — r-~— 

(Clivvk One) (ChecR One) 
UJ Altered [~J Unaltered [~] Moved K) Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (if known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Mount Royal Station property is bounded on the northeast 
by Mount Royal Avenue, on the east by Cathedral Street, on 
the south by Preston Street, on the southwest by Park Avenue, 
and on the west by Howard Street. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Mount Royal Station in Baltimore, 
Maryland, was once the showplace of the historic Railroad. 
It stood as a well-designed, functional structure, solving 
the problem of a railroad station set in a residential area 
by providing a valuable artistic asset instead of a constant 
eyesore and nuisance. 

The structure occupies a depression facing Mount Royal Avenue, 
yet it does not appear sunken or insignificant because its 
150-foot clock tower dominates the site. The building is 
unusual in its placement below street level between two tun
nels which carried the train traffice through the station in 
a covered shed, screened from view by an ornamental iron 
fence and tasteful landscaping. 

Constructed of granite trimmed in limestone, the station is 
of Italian Renaissance design, reminiscent of the facade of 
the Vendramini Palace in Venice. It is three stories high 
with the tower rising in the center. A pendulum eight-day 
clock, manufactured by E. Howard of Boston, is located at the 
top of the tower, and there is a one-story porte-cochere at 
its base. 

In 19 66, when the structure was remodelled as an art school, 
the interior floor space was increased by constructing a 
second floor above the vaulted waiting room, leaving the 
center as a lobby and preserving the massive columns, stamped 
metal ceilings, mosaic marble floors and most of the decora
tive ironwork. Extensive use of glass partitions maintains 
the feeling of space. The character of the exterior remains 
virtually unchanged although the rear waiting platform and 
the baggage room have been enclosed to make space for a 
sculpture studio containing a foundry for casting bronze and 
a kiln. 

In spite of these alterations, the building remains an excel
lent example of the rehabilitaion of older structures for 
modern use. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C t 

The Mount Royal Station of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
opened in 189 6, was designed by the architects E. Francis 
Baldwin and Josias Pennington. The railroad was the chief 
economic factor behind Baltimore's growth, linking the 
granaries of the Middle West to the eastern seaport shipping. 
Thus, with the extension of the rail line to Philadelphia 
and New York, the desire came for this passenger depot which 
would serve as the model of comfort, convenience, and im
press iveness . The effect of warmth, hospitality, and gen
tility was created by huge functional fireplaces, rocking 
chairs, courteous employees, and broad, well-manicured lawns. 
Celebrities, including Woodrow Wilson, Cardinal Gibbons, 
British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald, Herbert Hoover, 
Alfred E. Smith and Queen Marie of Roumania, received the 
city's greeting here. Delegates to the 1912 Democratic 
Convention, held in the Fifth Regiment Armory which adjoins, 
arrived and departed by way of the station. 

In 1961, the railroad ceased passenger operations from this 
terminal and it lay vacant for several years. In 19 64, it 
was purchased by the Maryland Institute, a college of art, 
and one of the most imaginative conversions of architectural 
history took place. The architectural firm of Cochran, 
Stephenson, and Donkervoet received the American Institute 
of Architects' 1967 award for its skillful adaptation of 
the structure as an annex for the art school. 
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COUNTY B a l t i m o r e C i t y 
TOWN VICINITY 

STREET NO. M t . R o y a l A v e . & C a t h e d r a 
Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B-26 

NAME Mt. Royal Station 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

A R C H I T E C T 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Howard St. Tunnel 



The interior of the Fifth Regiment Armory during a meeting of the Convention. 
Inset, a ticket needed to gain admission 

A contemporary sketch showing Mt. Royal Station and the Armory. The 
Armory's arched roof was destroyed during the fire of 1933 



B-26 

Howard St Tunnel 
see 79 

Kitty. Black • phoned 3:30 1/23/70 

*.—Seton Hill District io 23 acres --, 

MissMa?yHti©ia£ax4_Sinith i s t he gijrJL>who""l/rarked on 
S t . Mary * s SelHn1l[r^ghgfis3*==£ari 9,£5jt___5he was a 
co l l ege stT^dentT^s^Ser he lp typeT Her~~a~dxh?es§ 
a t t b e - ^ i m e w a s 11 G i t t i n g s Avenue 

Baltimore, Md. 21212 

Mrs. Black has taken photos of Howard St. Tunnel 
and Mt. Royal Station shed (today when the weather 
wasn't too good) They are being processed and she 
will send them along if any turn out 

EC 





Mt. Royal Station, Baltimore, MD MD. Institute of Art. B-26 

Photo Brad Stedding/Dec. 1969 





Mt. Royal Station, Baltimore, MD MD. Institute of Art. B-26 

Photo credit: Brad Stedding/Dec. 1969 



Jennifer K. Cosham, 2/28/2004 B-26 



Jennifer K. Cosham, 2/28/2004 B-26 


